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Structure

• A pest or a welcome partner? The „Maus“ and its relation

to the state archives

• Primary sources: Standesamt, Zivilstandsamt and 

Kirchenbücher

• Secondary sources: Einwohnermeldekartei, 

Adressbücher, Leichenbücher and Testamente

• A blind passenger – emigration overseas via Bremen
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The Maus

• Founded 1924 in a room called „Mausefalle“ in 

Bremens „Rathscafé“

• One of Germanys oldest and largest

genealogical society (app. 1,100 members)

• Covers the area of „Bremen und umzu“
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https://www.shfam.de/verein/vereine-und-verb%C3%A4nde


• On its website, the Maus provides

– News concerning current projects and 

upcoming events

– A library catalogue

– several indexing projects, f.e. for civil

registry records and testimonies

– pedigree databases such as

Ortsfamilienbücher (local heritage books)
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The Maus

https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=1
https://www.die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=76&L=1%27%22
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=65


The Maus and the Staatsarchiv

• Maus rooms located in the Staatsarchiv Bremen

• Long history of cooperation between the two

institutions

• Currently several joint projects running which

include linking the indexing projects of the Maus 

with the new archival online database Arcinsys
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/start.action?request_locale=en


Territorial development of
Bremen

01.06.2021 6



01.06.2021 7

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 8

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 9

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 10

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 11

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 12

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 13

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 14

Territorial development of
Bremen



01.06.2021 15

Territorial development of
Bremen



Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

• Archive signature: StAB 4.60/5

• Years covered: 1874/76-1990

– Births until 110 years BP = 1910

– Marriages until 80 years BP = 1940

– Deaths until 30 years BP = 1990
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15665


• 100% listed in the archival database

• 90% digitized and to be put online for

free in the next years

• 90% indexed by a Maus Project with 

links to the archival description

• Current accessibility:

– in the reading rooms (on user terminals if

digitized) or transmitted upon orders
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Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15665
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=71


• Younger volumes are still located in the

two remaining civil registry offices

– Standesamt Bremen-Mitte

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5

bremen02.c.335132.de

– Standesamt Bremen-Nord

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/b

remen128.c.98965.de
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Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335132.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.98965.de
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Sammelakten
(supplementary files)

• Archive signature: StAB 4.60/6

• Years covered

– Marriages 1874/76-1940

– Deaths mainly since 1950

• Not maintained for every civil registry entry
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15897


• 100% listed in the archival database

• Records concerning deaths digitized

• Can be researched via the file number of

the civil registry entry, which can be

found in the Maus indexing project for

the Standesämter

• Current accessibility:

– in the reading rooms (on user terminals if

digitized) or transmitted upon orders
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Sammelakten
(supplementary files)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15897
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=71


Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)

• Archive signature: StAB 4,60/3

• Years covered: 1811-1875

• Predecessor of the Standesämter, 

originating from the French „Code civil“, as

Bremen was part of the French Empire 

1811-1813
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15770
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Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9partement_des_Bouches-
du-Weser#/media/Datei:Hanse-Departments.png



• Currently being listed in the archival database

• 100% digitized and to be put online for free in 

the next years, some scans already available at 

familysearch.org

• Births of the city partly indexed at 

familysearch.org as part of the project

„Deutschland Geburten und Taufen, 1558-

1898“

• Deaths of the city completely indexed by a 

Maus project
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Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/594559?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1473000
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=357&L=0%23content


• There was one central registry office for the urban district

and several minor ones for the rural districts, more or

less matching the parish districts

• Besides there was an own civil registry office for the city

of Vegesack

• In the Prussian area (most of Bremen-Nord and 

Hemelingen) there were no Zivilstandsämter after 

1812/13
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Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)
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• Archive signature: StAB 4,60/2

• Years covered: 1811-1875

• Not yet listed in the archival database

• Not yet digitized

• Can be researched via the file number of the civil registry

entry, which can be found in the mentioned indexing

projects

• Current accessibility:

– in the reading rooms (on user terminals if digitized) or

transmitted upon orders
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Sammelakten
(supplementary files)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15755


Kirchenbücher
(metrical books)

• Historically Bremen was mainly Evangelically

Reformed after the reformation

• In the 19th century most protestants turned

towards the Lutheran denomination

• Large increase of catholic population due to

economic migration since the late 1800s and the

influx of refugees from Germany‘s eastern

provinces after 1945 
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• Metrical books today scattered over different archives

and fonds

• Staatsarchiv Bremen

– StAB 6.18/20

– StAB 8/2

– StAB 4,60/4

• Niedersächsisches Landesarchiv, Standort Stade

– NLA ST Rep. 84

• The parishes themselves as well as

• Different ecclesiastical archives, such as …
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Kirchenbücher
(metrical books)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b16036
https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15769
https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15756
https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b4260


• Landeskirchliche Archiv der Bremischen Evangelischen 

Kirche

01.06.2021 30

Kirchenbücher
(metrical books)

https://www.kirche-bremen.de/institution/landeskirchliches-archiv/


• Diözesanarchiv Osnabrück for the city of Bremen

• Bistumsarchiv Hildesheim for Bremen-Nord

• Catholic digitized metrical books available at matricula-online.eu
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Kirchenbücher
(metrical books)

https://bistum-osnabrueck.de/dioezesanarchiv/
https://www.bistum-hildesheim.de/bildung-kultur/bistumsarchiv/
https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/landkarte/?bbox=913632%2C6975917%2C1031039%2C7026900


• The status of archival description, digitization and 

accessibility is different from archive to archive and fond

to fond

• A general inventory for all available metrical books of

Bremen, structured by the different parished is currently

build up and to be put online by the end of the year
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Kirchenbücher
(metrical books)
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• For Jewish genealogy you will find a good overview 

about Jewish live in Bremen here

• There is also a local heritage book for Jewish people in 

Bremen on the Maus website, which is part of a bigger 

project by Ingo Paul

• Jewish victims of Nazi persecution can f.e. be 

researched in the database of the initiative 

“Stolpersteine” and in the archive fond of the Landesamt

für Wiedergutmachung (office for reparations)
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Jewish genealogy

https://www.jüdische-gemeinden.de/index.php/gemeinden/a-b/467-bremen
https://www.jüdische-gemeinden.de/index.php/gemeinden/a-b/467-bremen)%20that%20are%20as%20well%20included%20in%20the%20Maus%20databases%20(http:/site.die-maus-bremen.de/typo3_site-7.6/datensammlung/juedische-familien-im-bremer-raum/
http://www.stolpersteine-bremen.de/suche.php
https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b18432&icomefrom=search


Einwohnermeldekartei
(inhabitant card file)

• Archive signature: StAB 4.82/1

• Years covered: 1931-1979

• 100% digitized

• Current accessibility:

– Research only through the archive personal due to data

protection

• predecessor („Familienbögen“) were destroyed when the

card file was estabslished in 1931

01.06.2021 35

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15843


• People received an own card when reaching the legal 

age of 18 (21 before 1975)

• People over the age of 14 received an own card when

living outside of the household of their parents

• Cards could be closed due to death, departure or

marriage (in case of women)

• Information for wifes an children were listed on the card

of the husband/father

• In case of divorce, the wife received an own card again
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Einwohnermeldekartei
(inhabitant card file)



• Closed cards were seperated and given to the archives

after certain periods

– Layer 1: Closed cards 1931-1955 (phonetical structure)

• Includes also forced labourers during WWII

– Layer 2: Closed cards 1956-1965 (phonetical structure)

– Layer 3: Closed cards 1966-1975 (strictly alphabetical structure)

– Layer 4: Closed cards 1975-1979 + cards that were active when

the registration was switched to an electronic system around

1979 (strictly alphabetical structure)
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Einwohnermeldekartei
(inhabitant card file)
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Leichenbücher
(Cemetery books)

• Leichenbücher are cemetery books listing all burials 

conducted in the large cemeteries such as Buntentor, 

Riensberg or Walle

• They are indexed to a Maus database for the years 1875 to 

1974

• In addition to the Standesamt database, they also include 

many people that died elsewhere but whose bodies were 

transported to Bremen and buried there

• The database also shows other persons, that were buried in 

the same graveside, which might give valuable hints for family 

relations
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http://site.die-maus-bremen.de/typo3_site-7.6/datensammlung/sterbefaelle-in-bremen-1811-1975/leichenbuecher-der-stadtgemeinde-bremen-ab-1875


Testamentsbücher
(Testimonial books)

• Archive signature: StAB 2-Qq.4.c.3.b

• Years covered: 1599-1899

• 100% listed in the archival database

• 80% digitized and to be put online this 

summer

• 90% indexed by a Maus Project with links 

to the archival description
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=g392321
http://site.die-maus-bremen.de/typo3_site-7.6/datensammlung/testamente-1599-1899/


Adressbücher
(city directories)

• 1794-1980 digitized and available online at the website

of the Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Bremen

• On microfiches in the Staatarchiv until 1990/1991

• Most of the time devided into two main chapters:

– Sorted by street name and house numbers (important

for identifiying the parish)

– Sorted alphabetically by the last name of the heads of

households
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https://brema.suub.uni-bremen.de/periodical/titleinfo/928434?lang=en


• Digitizing and indexing project of the

Maus, that started in 1999, directed by

Karl Wesling and Herbert Juling

• Awarded Best European Genealogical

Database by the US magazine Family 

Tree in June 2020
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A blind passenger -
emigration overseas

https://www.public-juling.de/auswanderung/index.html


• Main database: Passenger lists

• 738,102 entries in the database (= 10% of the

7,5 million European emigrants going overseas

via Bremen since 1820)

• Years covered: mainly 1907/1908, 1913/1914 

(„Bremer Schiffslisten“ from the Bundesarchiv 

Koblenz), 1920-1939 (from the Handelskammer 

(chamber of commerce) in Bremen, 30% of them

missing)
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A blind passenger -
emigration overseas

https://www.public-juling.de/passagierlisten/index.php?lang=de
https://www.public-juling.de/passagierlisten/listen.php?submit_search=tage_der_abfahrten&lang=de


• Great losses due to general discard of the lists

until 1905 and destruction during WWII

• Passenger lists after 1945 are completely

preserved in the Staatsarchiv but do underlie

data protection and only small parts are digitized

• Many of this data is also included in the online 

archives of the International Tracing Service 

(ITS) in Bad Arolsen
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A blind passenger -
emigration overseas

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15606
https://collections.arolsen-archives.org/search/


• Other databases include

– Passport registers for people living in Bremen 1862 –

1905, 1910 – 1921 as well as Dez.1924 – Sep.1936 

only for Vegesack (75,445 entries)

– Denaturalization records of Bremen Citizens 1552 –

1902 (9,652 entries)

– Important archive documents for the history of

emigration via Bremen 
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A blind passenger -
emigration overseas

https://www.public-juling.de/auswanderung/passregister/index.php?lang=de
https://www.public-juling.de/auswanderung/emigrationen/index.php?lang=de
https://www.public-juling.de/auswanderung/lost_and_found/index.php?lang=de


Thank you very much for your 
attention!
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