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Structure

ÅA pest or a welcome partner? The ĂMausñ and its relation

to the state archives

ÅPrimary sources: Standesamt, Zivilstandsamt and 

Kirchenbücher

ÅSecondary sources: Einwohnermeldekartei, 

Adressbücher, Leichenbücher and Testamente

ÅA blind passenger ïemigration overseas via Bremen
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The Maus

ÅFounded 1924 in a room called ĂMausefalleñ in 

Bremens ĂRathscaféñ

ÅOne of Germanys oldest and largest

genealogical society (app. 1,100 members)

ÅCovers the area of ĂBremen und umzuñ
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https://www.shfam.de/verein/vereine-und-verb%C3%A4nde


ÅOn its website, the Maus provides

ïNews concerning current projects and 

upcoming events

ïA library catalogue

ïseveral indexing projects, f.e. for civil

registry records and testimonies

ïpedigree databases such as

Ortsfamilienbücher (local heritage books)
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The Maus

https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=1
https://www.die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=76&L=1%27%22
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=65


The Maus and the Staatsarchiv

ÅMaus rooms located in the Staatsarchiv Bremen

ÅLong history of cooperation between the two

institutions

ÅCurrently several joint projects running which

include linking the indexing projects of the Maus 

with the new archival online database Arcinsys
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/start.action?request_locale=en


Territorial developmentof
Bremen
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Territorial developmentof
Bremen



Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

ÅArchive signature: StAB 4.60/5

ÅYears covered: 1874/76-1990

ïBirths until 110 years BP = 1910

ïMarriages until 80 years BP = 1940

ïDeaths until 30 years BP = 1990
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15665


Å100% listed in the archival database

Å90% digitized and to be put online for

free in the next years

Å90% indexed by a Maus Project with 

links to the archival description

ÅCurrent accessibility:

ïin the reading rooms (on user terminals if

digitized) or transmitted upon orders
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Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15665
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=71


ÅYounger volumes are still located in the

two remaining civil registry offices

ïStandesamt Bremen-Mitte

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5

bremen02.c.335132.de

ïStandesamt Bremen-Nord

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/b

remen128.c.98965.de
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Personenstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/5bremen02.c.335132.de
https://www.service.bremen.de/de/dienststelle/bremen128.c.98965.de
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Sammelakten
(supplementaryfiles)

ÅArchive signature: StAB 4.60/6

ÅYears covered

ïMarriages 1874/76-1940

ïDeaths mainly since 1950

ÅNot maintained for every civil registry entry
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15897


Å100% listed in the archival database

ÅRecords concerning deaths digitized

ÅCan be researched via the file number of

the civil registry entry, which can be

found in the Maus indexing project for

the Standesämter

ÅCurrent accessibility:

ïin the reading rooms (on user terminals if

digitized) or transmitted upon orders
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Sammelakten
(supplementaryfiles)

https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15897
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=71


Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)

ÅArchive signature: StAB 4,60/3

ÅYears covered: 1811-1875

ÅPredecessor of the Standesämter, 

originating from the French ĂCode civilñ, as

Bremen was part of the French Empire 

1811-1813
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https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/detailAction.action?detailid=b15770


01.06.2021 23

Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9partement_des_Bouches-
du-Weser#/media/Datei:Hanse-Departments.png



ÅCurrently being listed in the archival database

Å100% digitized and to be put online for free in 

the next years, some scans already available at 

familysearch.org

ÅBirths of the city partly indexed at 

familysearch.org as part of the project

ĂDeutschland Geburten und Taufen, 1558-

1898ñ

ÅDeaths of the city completely indexed by a 

Maus project
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Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/594559?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1473000
https://die-maus-bremen.info/index.php?id=357&L=0%23content


ÅThere was one central registry office for the urban district

and several minor ones for the rural districts, more or

less matching the parish districts

ÅBesides there was an own civil registry office for the city

of Vegesack

ÅIn the Prussian area (most of Bremen-Nord and 

Hemelingen) there were no Zivilstandsämter after 

1812/13
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Zivilstandsregister
(civil registers)
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